
Readers'
Advisory

Exploring Ways to Talk
About Books



Robyn Bravi
robyn@sckls.info

Technology Consultant SCKLS
Lecturer Emporia State University



What is Readers' Advisory
How to Do Readers' Advisory
Explore Resources that Help

1.
2.
3.

Objectives



What was the last good book you
read?



https://www.thisiswhatitsoundslike.com/songs


not a book review or
in-depth summary

spontenous planned



Quick 1 to 1.5 minutes or less
Brief plot description or what's
interesting 
Appeals (3)

1.
2.

3.

Booktalk Guidelines



What is Readers' Advisory?



New Haven Free Public Library
New Haven, Connecticut



"The goal of readers'
advisory service is to
help readers discover

titles they are currently
in the mood to read," p.

xv.
 
 

The Readers' Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction:
Third Edition

by Joyce G. Saricks and Neal Wyatt
 



Library Journal Survey





Wyatt, N. (2021, July, 23). Public library readers' advisory survey report: RA by the numbers. Library
Journal. 

"The 2021 survey proves that readers'
advisory has become an embedded and

expected service in libraries." 



How Do You Do Readers' Advisory?



WebJunction 

Readers' Advisory Competencies







time to give thoughtful
suggestions

keeping up with new
titles

 working with unfamiliar
genres or authors 



Different kinds of
readers and staff

readers





staff





The goal of RA is to assist patrons
with discovery.

Patrons expect readers' advisory.

There are different kinds of
readers and staff.

Recap



Resources that Help 



keeping up with new
titles

time to give thoughtful
suggestions

 working with unfamiliar
genres or authors 



The Readers' Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction, 3rd Edition by
Neal Wyatt and Joyce G. Saricks
ARRT Popular Fiction List Self-Evaluation
NoveList Read-alikes
Staff

1.

2.
3.
4.

 working with unfamiliar
genres or authors 

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip%2Curl%2Cgeo%2Ccpid%2Cuid&custid=kansas&geocustid=kansas&db=neh&tg=UI&an=438773&site=novp-live


AART Self-Guided
Study Resource



BookRiot Newsletters/Check Your Shelf
Library Reads
Goodreads News & Articles
BookPage

1.
2.
3.
4.

keeping up with new
titles

https://bookriot.com/
https://libraryreads.org/
https://www.goodreads.com/news?ref=nav_brws_news
https://www.bookpage.com/


The Secret Language of Books &
NoveList Appeal Mixer 
NPR Books We Love
Goodreads Choice Awards

1.

2.
3.

time to give thoughtful
suggestions

https://apps.npr.org/best-books/#view=covers&year=2022
https://www.goodreads.com/choiceawards/best-books-2021


Appeal
pacing
storyline

characterization
tone

writing style

Appeal is the

"feel" of the

book.



What resource(s) are
you excited to explore

right now? 





Questions &
Comments
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