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Genealogy and/or family history?

A 35 -v

” Try to help beginners define their goals

1 — ——— — — _ - ————

Four Top Tips for Librarians

2 Know Your Collection
2 Know Your Local Resources
2 Learn About Online Resources

| * Encourage Beginners in Research
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Find a Family History Canter and FamilySearch Affiliate Libraries
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Genealogy Proof Standard

The five ‘GPS’ principles used by professionals (informally stated here) provide a
‘roadmap’ for beginning genealogists, too!

2

Make as wide a search as possible for sources that could help establish the
identity, event or relationship under investigation.

Accurately record the source citation and/or the provider of the information.
Analyze and correlate the collected information - evaluating the quality of
sources and the reliability of information within them.

Resolve any conflicting, contradictory evidence with a reasoned argument.

State your conclusion convincingly (more than a “balance of probability”).

Where to Start

2 Begin with the family you know

? Research official (and unofficial)
documentation

2 Use paper and computer to track

your finds
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Start With You - and Relatives

2 Write down what you know
2 Ask relatives - interview in person if possible
e Contact them ahead of time
e Record (audio or video) with permission
* Take notes!
* Use questions to help get started
? Especially ask for:
* Maiden names, relationships
i * Dates and locations
! * Military service, professions, etc.

‘g * Stories can be the best!

While you're at it...

2 Ask to see family photographs and heirlooms

2 Take pictures of pictures

* Photograph pictures straight on, avoid glare
* Get identifications for as many people as possible
e Ask about places and events in the photos

| 2 Ask about and photograph other items
| * Who originally owned the item(s)?

|  What is its story and why was it kept?
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Charts and Forms

Download these charts and forms to organize your research.

Charts & Forms  Census Forms

Charts and Forms

Start Your Genealogy Research
Genealogy Tutorial
(Powerpoint)

your i i iew or printa PDF
Topics.

Looking

Charts and Forms.

Charts

+ Ancestral Chart [

* Family Group Sheet[3

+ Modem Genealogy Tree[®
* Traditional Tree [

Genealogy Guides
Genealogy Resources
Reference Reports
Genealogy Research Using
Military Records
Preserving Family Records
Federal Census Forms

TolsforGeneloits
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Genealogy Forms
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1 Timeline for Thomas J[onathan] Moore family group
2 YYYY|MM DD |Name Event/Location Source
13 1858 Thomas J Moore B in MO (late July/August?); est. DOB from census 1860 Census
4 1860 |8 28 |Thomas ) Moore Age 2; Benton Twp, Newton Co. MO 1860 Census
5 /1865 |? Alfred Moore Death [between 1860-18707]
6 1870 |7 20 |Thomas J Moore Age 13; Benton Twp, Newton Co. MO, HOH Lucretia Moore 1870 Census —
7 |1880 |? Thomas/Mary Marriage —
8 1880 |6 12 |Thomas ) Moore \Age 20; Benton Twp, HOH Samuel Moore; Lucresia & wife Mary A, age 15 1880 Census ik
9 1884 |4 18 |2nd Child born-FemaldFranklin twp; Mother Mary A {maiden name "Spivy", b. IL) age 19/father age 23 |MO birth records onlineDB [~ = —_;___:_
10 1894 |2 24 |Lucretia Moore Death; buried in Macedonia Cemetery, Stella MO headstone =
11 (1900 |6 8 |[Thomas?] John Moor{w MaryA,Samuel,Aney(b.04/1884),Noley,Cara, David,Charles, Dewey 1900 Census
age 51;wife, 6 children, 1 grandson/Elk Horn twp McDonald Co MO; John W. Spiva
1510 |4 30 |Thomas ) Moore - 1910 Census
12 (Mary's brother?) family next farm
13 1915 |? Thomas ] Moore Death [between 1910 & 19207] children living w/ Annie Moser in 1920 1920 Census [
14 —
—_—
= = — e _h‘—:____—__

Genealogy Software

When choosing free or purchased software, consider:

2 Support and recent updates

2 Allows for data export in standard GEDCOM format
2 Creates/prints reports

? User can add photos and/or documents

2 Connects with online service (if desired)

2 Price (monthly or annual subscription)
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Best Practices
Research notes are the working documents

2 The ‘family tree’ is the display version
2 Work to find documentation for every piece of data you

add to your tree
If you decide to add data to the family tree without full
documentation, use notation to indicate uncertainty:

ca. (circa or about)

aft (after)

bef (before)

? (indicate unknown or questionable information)

Whatever you decide, be consistent
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