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› Kansas Missouri International Dyslexia Association
– Annual Conference, 10-01-21, Blue Springs, “Structured 

Literacy: Room for Everyone!”

› The Kansas Missouri Branch of the International 
Dyslexia Association (dyslexiaida.org)

https://ksmo.dyslexiaida.org/


Dyslexia in popular culture - Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dyslexia_in_popular_culture


Guidance: ALSC

› Consider that 
accompanying frustrations 
and outlets are needed.
– Emotional

– Behavioral

› Allow relationship building 
during programming

› Clear signage & icons

› Omit underlining and all caps

› Seating at easy read area
– Reading area

https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2012/11/helping-kids-with-dyslexia/

https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2012/11/helping-kids-with-dyslexia/


Using What You Have:  What to look for in 
books

› “Many pictures

› Straight left margin / no right margin (justify left and ragged 
right) promotes readability

› Avoid text written in blocks

› Additional aides including: a personal computer equipped 
with a spell checker/ dictionary, reading pens, magnifying 
rulers and special glasses, and dyslexia software.”

› International Federation of Library Associations

Mintz, B. (2018, May 7). Creating dyslexic-friendly children’s libraries (pdf). American 

Library Services to Children. Retrieved from https://decodingdyslexiaca.org

https://decodingdyslexiaca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Creating-Dyslexic-Friendly-Children%E2%80%99s-Libraries-Everyday-Advocacy.pdf
https://decodingdyslexiaca.org/


Learning Differences Kit: Item 1

› You may not need it, but if 
you do…
– Phonemes, phonics, fluency, 

vocabulary, and 
comprehension.

› CH. 2 Structured Literacy

› Early literacy, pre-
kindergarten, preliteracy…

Image: Amazon



Learning Differences Kit: Items 2 & 3 

› Dyslexic font materials

Image:  Amazon.com

Abrams Publishing

› Chapter Books

Simplewordsbooks.com

Available on Amazon

https://www.abramsbooks.com/product/aaron-slater-illustrator_9781419753961/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1797946730/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_image_o07_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1&asin=1797946730&revisionId=&format=4&depth=1


Learning Differences Kit: Items 4,5,6

Images: Amazon.com



Today’s Attendees

Images: Amazon



Learning Differences Kit #7, Assistive Tech

› ScanAir Marker, Retail about $150.00

Intro: Scanmarker - Work Smarter 

not harder - YouTube

How To:  Best Wireless Pen 

Scanner (Scan text from paper to 

your Phone/Computer!) –

YouTube

Image: Amazon

TRY THIS SEARCH: ALA Assistive 

Technology for Persons with 

Learning Disabilities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEn_Z5Ic7qg&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPvImyU4n5s


Dyslexia School Accommodations

› Verbal

› Repetition

› Large Print

› Cleaner Pages

› Visual Supports: guides

› Calculators: large/talking

› Text to speech

› Speech to text

› Spelling and Grammar 
support



Bit-O-Fun
› Web and Apps

– Fun & Games for Dyslexics 
| Dyslexia Help at the 
University of Michigan 
(umich.edu)

› Chicktionary

Image: Chictionary.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPGJYyJsqmE&t=17s
http://dyslexiahelp.umich.edu/tools/fun-games-for-dyslexics
http://www.chicktionary.com/


Braille

Image: www. omniglot.com/writing/braille.htm

Hutchinson Public Library 

opens braille section - KAKE

https://www.kake.com/story/41533107/hutchinson-public-library-opens-braille-section


Braille System Basics

TYPES

› Grade 1, Alphabetic
– AKA Uncontracted Braille
– Beginner, All words-letter by letter
– Lots of Paper

› Grade 2, Literacy
– AKA Contracted Braille
– Increases reading speed and uses 

less space
– Letters, numbers, abbreviations, 

punctuation, and formatting

– Contractions

SPECIALIZED BRAILLE

› Nemeth: math and science

› Music

› UEB: Unified English Braille

Braille (omniglot.com/writing/braille)

https://www.omniglot.com/writing/braille.htm


School and Library Support Agencies

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

› KIRC: Kansas Instructional 
Resource Center for the Visually 
Impaired.
– Materials for annual loan

– 30,000 braille and textbooks

– For students through the school

– Online form

– KSDE TASN

PUBLIC LIBRARIES

› Kansas Talking Books
– Loan of 

› Audio books, audio magazines

› Braille books, braille magazines

› Some equipment 

– For Kansas resident with visual, 
physical, or reading disability 
through a librarian, educator, 
medical/social service.

– Online form

– Talking Books | Kansas State 
Library, KS - Official Website 
(kslib.info)

https://www.ksdetasn.org/kirc/about-us
https://kslib.info/153/Talking-Books


Kansas Instructional Resource Center

Image: Kansas Instructional Resource Center, TASN works with 

technical assistance providers throughout Kansas. | KSDE TASN

https://www.ksdetasn.org/kirc


Visual Supports

› Magnifying glass
– Apps available

› Talking calculator
– Apps  (start at $2.00)

- Desktop (start at $15.00)

- MS Windows
- Narrator

- Cortana

- Mac
- Voice over service

› Video magnifier
– Apps available

Image:Josef Tal checks composition using a CCTV desktop unit (2006). Film-

frame photo taken by Etan Tal at his home in Jerusalem. Wikipedia.



Visual Supports:  Portable Magnifiers

› Low cost smart 
phone magnifiers 

› Magnifies text

› Connect to a 
screen with AV

› Eyoyo 4.3 Inch Portable 
Video Digital Magnifier 
Electronic Reading Aids 
w/Multiple Color Modes 
6X-16X.  $150.00
– Color blindness support

– Connects to screen with AV

Images: 

Amazon.com



Braille Supports 

› Braille Boards $15.00

› Braille Stylus and Slate  
$10.00+

› Braille Stylus & Stand $70.00+

› Perkins Brailler $750.00+

MAXIAIDS.COM

› Tactile and braille books, 
Bingo boards, keyboards, 
measuring tapes, calculators, 
games, radios, sports 
equipment, braille flash cards 
for education and fun

Maxiaids.com



Braille Supports: Braille Writing

› Perkins Brailler
– Perkins Brailler Store | 

Perkins School for the Blind

Images: Perkins School for the Blind, Walmart.com, 

Amazon.com

https://brailler.perkins.org/


Braille Transcribing

› Kansas Braille 
Transcribing Institute
– Wichita

– Capability-Statement.pdf 
(nccdn.net)

› Usually 1 page of text = 
3+ Braille pages

› Take content and turn 
into Braille.

› Transcribe content into 
Microsoft Braille

Image: KBTI Kansas Braille Transcription Institute, Inc – Events

https://0201.nccdn.net/1_2/000/000/106/680/Capability-Statement.pdf
http://kbti.org/events.html


Repair

SOUTH CENTRAL

› Kansas Braille Transcription
– KBTI Kansas Braille Transcription 

Institute, Inc – Services

NORTHEAST = FORMER SERVICE

Kansas School for the Blind

1100 State Avenue, Kansas City KS 66102

913-305-3000

Toll Free: 1-800-572-5463

http://kbti.org/services.html


Braille Readers

› Orbit 40

› Orbit Reader 40 – Braille 
Display, Book Reader 
and Note-taker –
YouTube 3 min.

› Accessible formats: BRF
– Accessible Formats | 

Reading Rockets
Image: 

http://www.orbitresearch.com/

product/orbit-reader-20/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5p7xkcz6pk
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/accessible-formats#:~:text=Braille%20Ready%20File%20%28BRF%29%20Braille%20Ready%20File%20%28.brf%29%2C,the%20Blind%20and%20Vision%20Impaired%20and%20by%20Bookshare.


Reading Support: Or Cam My Eye Pro

OrCam My Eye Pro @OrCam @TheBlindLife 

- YouTube

https://youtu.be/Khjes55OQKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqAN6hlnn4I


Learning Differences Kit 8,9,10

Images: Amazon.com



Learning Differences Kit 11



Bit-O-Fun

Chess House (2022). Chess for Blind or Visually Impaired [image]. https://www.chesshouse.com/collections/chess-

for-blind-or-visually-

impaired?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_content=Visually%20Impaired&utm_term=chess%20set%20f

or%20the%20blind&utm_campaign=2.2%20AMG%20New%20Search%20042820



Bit-O-Fun

Images: Amazon.com



Accessibility

› Braille Institute
– The Braille Special Collection | Braille Institute

– TRY THIS SEARCH:  Blindness and Low Vision 

– TRY THIS SEARCH: Accessibility | Advocacy, Legislation & 
Issues (ala.org)

https://brailleinstitute.org/special-collection
https://www.ala.org/rusa/blindness-and-low-vision
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/diversity/accessibility
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Resources

› Contacts

– National Federation of the Blind, South Central Chapter.  Emily Schlenker, 316-644-4227.  Meets monthly in Wichita.

› Web pages

– American Council of the Blind, Home | American Council of the Blind (acb.org) Peer support and mentoring, guide dog 
user’s group, training, and more.

– Helen Keller Services for the Blind, HKSB: Vision Loss Resources (helenkeller.org)

– Kansas State School for the Blind. Home - Kansas State School for the Blind (kssb.net) (Program supporting low vision)

› Videos:

– Iowa Department for the Blind. (2010, Nov. 22).  How to make a Braille book. [video]. How to Make a Braille Book – YouTube (all ages)  Demonstrates the process of print Braille books 
through technology and volunteers. 

– Behind the News. (2019, Sept. 1). Making Braille books. [video] Making Braille Books - Behind the News – YouTube (geared for children)  A School and volunteers work together to 
create Braille books 

– Visually Impaired Designer. (2020, June, 15). How do visually impaired people read:  Braille books, large print books, audiobooks, eBooks. [Video] HOW DO VISUALLY IMPAIRED PEOPLE 
READ | Braille Books, Large Print Books, Audiobooks, eBooks – YouTube.   The is appropriate for high school students by someone who has been there struggling to read.  The author 
provides different options for reading and shares that her first series she read was in college because she hated reading so much.  

https://www.acb.org/
https://www.helenkeller.org/hksb/vision-loss-resources
https://kssb.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJL9Wol7URg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Z4WH38Lu3M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Apx_WU6DE2k


Thank you

https://youtu.be/Khjes55OQKM



